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 uiranty as the co-chairman of the Asian black

J bears Expert Team of IUCN/S3C, an irtarmationa
unilt for rare species, Mel-nsu Haang is definitey an
ayg-catchar in the acological congervation circle in
Talwan,

Yaung and skinry, she has bean agousiomed o
carrying heavy gears and walking througn forests
fa track Formosan Black Baar (Lirsus thibetanus
forrmosanus), The subject of her dissartason and alsn
the Inspiration of mer befiet and passion, Her devation
has aarned her the name of “Talwen's Jane Goodall.”
Aberiginals call her “Mother Bear” but when asked
ahicut her love for the animal, she would answan "Mool
lewe, i ie compassion.”

Thaniks to her mantor, Dava Garshells, her Ph.D.
advisor at the program of conservation hiology at
Unharstty of Minnesota and also an gorpart about large
aririals, Hwang, who wantedd moes than |ust 8 dooloral
degrea and wished to receiva the most solid-grouncec
are] far-reaching training, had the ideal acacamic modal
f0 Ik L 1,

What was the higgest influence this "academic
madal” had an her? Hweang answered without
hesitation: & giobal view of conservation and right
atfitude.  Snhe once asked Garshelis why he ook her
4= his advissa since het English was not good His
answar was candid; "If | wese studying Amencan Dears
you would hardly become & candlidate congidernng
your cutural background and BngUage ability. But, for
studies on Asian bears, i you do it nght, you probiably
can inspire consarvation efforts in Axig with hugea
cantributions.”

International horizon was ong of tha reasons far
Garshelis to choosa Hwang

s
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Frwar'd's Students Wens ITissuUnTg thi bear home to cord its ke and igretion
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wigther bear was russng her baby and tasching i
o dead. What & lung pichumal £ Philo prosded by
Mal-hiu Heani

Garshelis (currantly chairman of the Bears exper

group of ILCK/ESC) was the perfect role madal wha

emphasizes both ressanch and consenation, He mada
quire that

while at the sama time kesping 0 minc

ad] dissertation was of Qood quaily
the sarnace

mature ol conservation. Garshalis once told Hwang:

*Conservation i not research necause it can'l wait.”
catkon 8

To consarve, reassessment of resource allox

sometimes nacessary. Hwang realized the diffara

enver maore after she-came back to and work in Taiwen
“Why does academic ressarch conteadict with

sansatvation?” Hwang did not answer but asked: "lf

you are dealing with & rare species, say | Chinese Whits

[alphin

iSotss ohinensis), whal is the first thing you

will do?" | pondered and said  “social movermenl hat

calls for publie: attertion.” St went on to-ask: “how
miary hours o you have & day? Your study and science
ard efforts to be succossful
dewvated 10 pUrs ressans

you have lmited time for ecucational

thesis output requing time
Bl swhien you are T and thesis
camposltian,
promction and fund raisng or Falping sabve urgenl
mEnAgemant s,

Iy light of this, Hwang decided 10 maka the best

ol reso ch anc

aistriputio

conservation. She accapted the reality of esisling

system and came up with stmtegiss, She did not aliow
mar belief to sumrender 1o the syalem, A committes

membear of the National Science Council sugaestad

that =he should choose an sasier subject anc produce

She amiled: ' may reed B

maorg thasas, spend B vears

to becomea an associate professor but | will get thers

ampway, What matters is that | take care of acologcal

coneervation, too.”
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Liaus tubatares formossres al 14 manths 1noks vary stundy sroay,
Whaarng 8 manionng collar, I wis stanng into the distance. ( Pholo
prowiclad Iy Mei-heiu Hwarig

HERELS - IREE )\ GEAEERR

RIIREERESEORERTE » RHEET - ERER
EEMOEER AT EEEE T « EXEEZIR -
ERTEEERT ZNBEEROER - EEETERSE
ERNR BL4EEEERIRREENE  BEZ2
i o IETEMR - EETRESRATROY - XES (AW
ZRIRERE T -

WITMAEIREARER - EHNSEENRET SEEED
EiE - RS - —ENERRABESET+F - e
BHEE ERESR\RENNE « LN ENgiREE
M ERFETE - BB T HANITREEOSRGY
. CREERRENGEE  ERRESE  ENRRZ
LIRREUER - AYBHERHETH (REFE  HE
clERNWNSE SRR ARBINIAESEER
(EMEREET 2004 TRSSBORE - A8 HtE
MR EE ) IR BERREFNDENEERE
i+ B CREE - MUERARE A DESSE - L .
FEMEE - BFERELUERXOCRSE REE
BT TeRBEFEETEE, -

FEFRIINENREEHSE - /R¥RESTAERE
REEENEFTrEEERTEENELIRA L EES
®  BinEFELED  BA SR HERENEM - 8
N EE—FRIGRIETE - AR EE U BEEE
BETT LGS - RETEBERSEANMELER 1 %
EMMDERRE - THROLHECHSLSaET (FH - 3
ROl R AR ENRGE SR - BEREEE
EHEE T - BH RN - BHE AR M0 RERT
&R VR EERIHENRIFET(F !

B! fEESREFESEEFNRN - BREEMN
ECHRLEEEREL | ERER MNP SHTAH

Setup of Website

What inspired the sstablishment of the Ursts
thibetanus formosanuys website?T Bwang seid It's
because they wanted 1o promote pecple's knowledpe
about the animal and stop the hunting, seliing and
purchasing of . To be successiul, they had to first lat
people know about the ankmal and retated Ssuss.

Whitle doing research, Hwang ciearly saw tha
difficulty facing Ursus $betanus formosanus. | is truly
a ghame on all Tawanese that the animal has been on
the extinctive spacies st for 20 years and no affeciive
restoraticn: has come around, Extinclion of rare
specios in the old times might bave been excused but
withy modern technology, thers is no excuse. Hwang
wrote an award-winning book on the black bears bul
it was not well receivad by the market. She came
to realiza that webatss ang tha most cost-effective
and borderless avenug. So she worked with Yushan
Mational Park and bullt the Conservation and Research
ol Forrmasan Black Bear website,

Hwang sald that she was not satisfied with the
raginienance and update of the website, Current
armphasis is placed on detabase consarvation NEws
and theses and people rarely gel Instant replies to
their gquestions. It all comes down 1o tha Imbalzncaed
division of resources agan, | cauldn't halp proposing
that she could take achvantage of the governmantal
employmeant stimuius plan and help her studeants
with great workmg oppartunites, too. Sha answered
seraushy: Unamploymant i never @ prodlem among
my studants.”

Good for her for being so corfidant with ber siucdants
iry an era of a hgh unemployment ratel Hwang sald
Ihat her students are highty capable of beld research
and devoted, raking them desired cancidates for may
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research groups desplte the fact that the Importance
of field ressarch |3 often underemphasized. Fald
investigations are the fundamertas of research and
related demand is huge, Howaver, the difficull work
and dala collection make many people think it s oo
dangercus or unpopultar, Therelone, tRachers snould
lead their students and allow tham room to act on
their own sometimes and develop their passion: Onoe
students axperence 1he fun of field mvestigabans and
interact with the nature, their passion will constanty
grow. This iz samathing that laboratory scsntsis can
hardly undarstand. When speaking of her students
now at differsnl obsanation sites, Hwang s full of
orce.

"What about present practicss in consaning Lirsus
thihetanus formasanus? “Thera ang two levels.”
anahzed Heang, “the naticnal parks and govearmment
agencies.” It would be meaningless to-restors 1he
speEcies in ong sngle national park becauss Dlack
bears move arcund and often owut of the protection
ared, and one smgle profection ansa canndt prowvics
sufficient and effective population. That being said,
conservation of Ursus thibatanus farmosanus should
nat ba afforts of a'singke national park but should ba
done throughout Taiwan,

HENE VT o SENORPE M T S RN
Lirsus dubetanus formosanes is aknown for s independence and isolation from the
autside workd, jUst ke & harmil iy the forest. ¢ Photo provided by Melhsi Heang
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Pheto provided by Mei-hsiu Hwang i the comssntion s in Tahwian

ERHITARE ' SEEREHEREIEEETOE  I8: What about government agencies? Hwang said
EHWENERS A NEE  TES LR T A REE - BIEE that “thay are too pasaive now. Budgets shoold
BT TRAANE  MEESSARCER R g  B° 20PTRnasd spomtansously to save the rapidly
M BMSWINETET FANERE  EEREREE bl i e e e
qyﬁﬂ 3 Eﬁiﬁﬁggiﬁyﬁﬁﬁ{t ‘ ﬁﬁ'mﬁﬁiﬁﬂ?ﬁ ar Im other words, whils we are still alive. Hance,
T o TEREm S  EEETE0FRIEEIER - F reduilatony authanties nesd 19 act now and be mose
S IERETEMENS HENYIET SNEHET  BEEE progctive instead of just including Ursus thibstanus
Fﬂt:t% 5 Erg:lﬁﬁﬁ - E‘ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁi—gﬁ@gﬁ! 5 formosanys in the list of endangered animals. &
HESR ﬁiﬂmiﬁﬂlﬁa‘ﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁhﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ T ] restoratian plan proposed by expans 5 neaadad
&= ETENIERE - h2EHBEEgrRE I EEs— -

possible-that they will disappear in e near ulure,”

o make conservalion work, Related legislative
packages am ana of Hwang's goals, too.

|Eﬁ_1'-§='[+|11 » Bil§ TeE—F Think Twice on Bestoration Ares

L

AEE . chElCEmEEER LR EEEN YCan we follow China's panda restoration model,

ARSI S 0N © ERMENILTEDE - ERETEEEREZ then?” Hwang disagreed and sald thal people who
5l HEERER  RFFESESR REOEOGEE e TR I 8 s seie
showdd ask themaehes why they did it The anima
K iIRMIEER MERAOER  SEEESENE reauires a huge space and has very complicated
£ BERBEIEFIEEE  EliRTERE T oehavioral patterns, A captha 3atting would nevar te
MalERRRED - EEEOMAEREERERES - aparoved when animal rfghls wears (o be considansd,
EEETRSERIEMNE « B28 1 F e 7 M5 The affart would than ironlcally become “anti
WHE |« EERITIE NS  ENARE LS . N8 conservation.”  "Whal Lissus ifilbetanus frmosanus
—B  iBRINRESKORE R - SREME DN - R measura will result in many pet bears unable to
ﬁﬂ*%iﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁtﬂf I ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁgfﬁ ﬂmﬁ.ﬁﬁﬂi P BE survrve on thelr own when sst free in the wilderness,
EipRIEEEE  FS R e —EEEEE craaling more problams. Consareation is not just
ME—ETEREE  HisifEEEMENREREST]E about certain speces bul-also the whole ecc-gyatam,
AL BRI IGE A S S S aP Even | 8 captive mstoration s adopted, the black
; = L LA Dears should be the spasker that sarms people’s cans
HIRMAPMBCOEZLE - MR- FRERSED and a-batler Inveng ermvronment for-all spaciasn e
- AEEERERRESENE - TEABEREHSETE wild, Emphases should not be placed on how cute
TSe SR s E"EHLEE@JET NS EEES TR e bears, hw novel e caotives eguipmeant o how
AREE - —TESTEBIEND S - SN thaughtful the caretakers arg, but sadly, 1his s often
ERPESHESERE TOEY RMETREMNR - et hapoens.” sighad Hwvang.
EEEHAEL  —EEal . TR - “"Cinze endangemd. forest-basad animals often
HIEDETHERIORE  @RTER  BRIREE
RERBILEDES  HEEMOFESHIRSHEAR :

neads is have threats to thelr life removed. A captive

disappear fast.” Hwang came to this conclusion
recently. The conservation of Bleck-faced Spoonbill
(Piatalea minor) 1S easier because t's moe visible
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and approachable to the public. By contrast, forast-
hased animas: are not commonty ssen: and henca il
ig hander for pacole to bond with them, wheth makss
consenvation difficult. " how you know that | have
being studving and protecting the animal of  “my
imagination, " Hwang jokes, The passivism of the
govermament and limited wisibilty of the black bears
are reasons for unsutcessiul consenation. Y like all
wildile, nat ust bears. But | fesl for their misfortuns
Wiryba one day they wil be mmoved from the list and
| ear stop studying tham."

Give Us a Aesason to Conserve

At thie and of the neary two hours of Intanviaw, |
asked the last question; “What is the valus of Ursus
thibetanus formosanus? What 15 tha substantial
significance of its restoration?” To answer such
fuastiona 15 not sasy, said Hwang. Peopla sue can
[ives withioul baars, | research bears becauss 1 want
my place 1o be ane with mimanity and compassion,
IF wi cannal gvan consarve such a huge and vivid
gnimal as nlack bear, how can wa care aboul
biodiversity, el alone the environment. rivers, and
plarts? and how inhumans will we be then?”

“Bears 10 a cortain extent are the indicator of
humanity, The care for them can be extandad 1o tha
whola Tanwan, too, IF we cowld cars about gvan thosa
nardly visinle Black bears in the forests, we will not be
wnorant o any harm we do tooour suroundings. It
peopls ever ponder what Talwan'd ook like o century
leter, they will think ard act much diffarantly than they
dlo now, ™

Wall said, indesd! And this commant gave the
perfect ending to this article. 3

5 Tamaus "Mblhs
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