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Monitoring Reproductive Status of Captive Formosan
Black Bears Ursus thibetanus formosanus using Fecal
Steroid Hormones
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AbstracE

The reproductive status of three female Formosan black bears (Ursus thibetanus formosanus) in
captivity was monitored three times a week from 2002 to 2004, using fecal steroid metabolites, estradiol
and progesterone. The breeding season (not include parturition) was found to be from February to August
when estradiol was at peak, and the progesterone concentration was increasing. Apparently, there was a

single estrus, the time for receptive mating, presuming that the Formosan black bear is an animal of




