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A preliminary result inferred from mitochondrial DNA

BYRELER B+ A+HAFA

sequences

of black bears ( Selenarctos thibetanus ) in Taipei Zoo
Jui-Hua Chu* Hai-Yin Wu** Yao-Sung Lin*

Abstract: Mitochondrial DNA cytochrome b and control region were partially
sequenced (397 bases in cytochrome b and 532 bases from control region) from
11 block bears (Selenarctos thibetanus) captive in Taipei Zoo and 4 wild bears
from Yushan area. Variation is low in cytochrome b but is high in control
region with 3 and 48 variable sites, respectively. From the control region
sequences, 11 haplotypes were found. Four wild bears and one zoo bear (B13)
share the same haplotype indicating that B13 should be a native individual.
Each of the other ten bears haos their unique haplotypes. Two explanations,
different places of origin and a genetically divergent black bear population in
Taiwan, are proposed to account for the genetic divergence detected in this
study.
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