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A PRELIMINARY BEHAVIORAL OBSERVATION
ON A CAPTIVE FORMOSAN BLACK BEAR

Hwang, M.* and Wang, Y.*

ABSTRACT : A captive Formosan black bear (Selenarctos thibetanus formosanus) was
planed to release back to its natural environment. The behavior of the bear was
observed using focal—animal sampling from August to September 1991 before release.
The preliminary results showed that the bear had a diurnal activity pattern which was
probably affected by daytime feeding provided by observers. It always goes to sleep af-
ter 17:30. The resting period composed more than 50% of the time budget. The bear ex-
creted 1-3 times a day at specific sites and 2 peaks of autogrooming activity occurred
during the day (5:00—6:00; 17:00—18:00). It usually played 1—3 times a day. Each play
usually took no more than 15 minutes and most of them occurred between 6:00 and 7:00.
Foraging behavior was observed more frequently in the morning. Locomotion,which
was divided into moving and pacing, could be obsesved all day. Moving took on the

average 9.5 sec per bout and was recorded mostly in the morning; while pacing took

43.8 sec per bout and was recorded more frequently in the afternoon. Nest building

occured at night. The constructional materials were éomposed of all plants which were
provided by observers. A disc shape bird nest structure was built each night with the di-
ameter varied from 120 to 150 cm and height between 15 and 25 cm. The nest built at

the same place during the observation period.
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